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P a r e n t s  a n d  C a r e r s
T h i s  p a c k  h a s  b e e n  d e s i g n e d  t o  s u p p o r t  y o u r  c h i l d  w i t h  p r e p a r i n g
t o  m o v e  u p  t o  t h e i r  n e w  y e a r  g r o u p  i n  S e p t e m b e r .  T h e  a c t i v i t i e s
i n c l u d e d  h a v e  b e e n  s e l e c t e d  t o  e n c o u r a g e  c h i l d r e n  t o  p r a c t i s e
a n d  d e v e l o p  a  r a n g e  o f  E n g l i s h  s k i l l s  i n  f u n  a n d  m o t i v a t i n g  w a y s .   

W e  s u g g e s t  t h a t  y o u  s p r e a d  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o u t  o v e r  t h e  s u m m e r
h o l i d a y s ,  c o m p l e t i n g  a  v a r i e t y  o f  t a s k s  e a c h  w e e k .  H o w e v e r ,  y o u
m a y  c h o o s e  t o  u s e  t h e m  i n  a  d i f f e r e n t  w a y  t o  s u i t  t h e  n e e d s  o f
y o u r  f a m i l y .  S o m e  c h i l d r e n  ( p a r t i c u l a r l y  y o u n g e r  o n e s )  m a y  n e e d
p a r t s  o f  t h e  p a c k  r e a d  t o  t h e m  t o  h e l p  t h e m  g e t  s t a r t e d .    

E a c h  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  p a c k  f o c u s e s  o n  a  d i f f e r e n t  s e t  o f  s k i l l s  a s
i l l u s t r a t e d  b e l o w .  A  s e l e c t i o n  o f  u s e f u l  r e s o u r c e s  c a n  b e  f o u n d  a t
t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  p a c k .     

 Introduction
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CREATE

I N VEST I G A TE

COMMUNICATE
Speaking & Listening

Reading

Writing

Spelling
If you would like more activities and ideas to try this summer, visit:
https://www.cambslearntogether.co.uk/home-learning/summer



A d v e r t s  e n c o u r a g e  p e o p l e  t o  b u y  t h i n g s .  T h e y  o f t e n  u s e
m e m o r a b l e  w o r d s  a n d  s h o r t  d e s c r i p t i o n s  t o  t r y  a n d  p e r s u a d e
p e o p l e  t o  p u r c h a s e  t h e i r  p r o d u c t s .
W a t c h  a n  a d v e r t  o n  t e l e v i s i o n .  C a n  y o u  i d e n t i f y  a n y  o f  t h e
f o l l o w i n g  f e a t u r e s ?  N o t e  d o w n  a n y  e x a m p l e s  t h a t  y o u  f i n d :

COMMUNICATE
Television Adverts

M a y b e  y o u  c o u l d  m a k e  y o u r  o w n  a d v e r t ?  C h o o s e  o n e
o f  y o u r  f a v o u r i t e  p r o d u c t s  t o  a d v e r t i s e .  R e m e m b e r
t o  i n c l u d e  s o m e  o f  t h e s e  f e a t u r e s !

Appealing adjectives e.g.
healthy, exclusive, perfect. 

Rhetorical questions e.g.
would you like to get away? 

Alliteration e.g. my mate,
Marmite. 

Rhyme e.g. once you pop, 
you can't stop. 

Catchy slogans/word play
e.g. gherkin or gherk-out? 

Repetition e.g. have a 
break, have a KitKat. 

Exaggeration e.g. skin 
softer than silk.  



A  s p e e c h  i s  a  f o r m a l  t a l k  g i v e n  t o  a n  a u d i e n c e .  T h e
l a n g u a g e  o f  a  s p e e c h  u s u a l l y  t a r g e t s  a n d  i n t e r e s t s
t h e  l i s t e n e r s .  L i s t e n  t o  a  f o r m a l  s p e e c h  o n  t e l e v i s i o n
o r  o n l i n e .  Y o u  m i g h t  c h o o s e :
•  M a r t i n  L u t h e r  K i n g ’ s  ‘ I  h a v e  a  d r e a m ’  s p e e c h .
•  G r e t a  T h u n b e r g ’ s  s p e e c h  a t  t h e  U . N .  C l i m a t e  A c t i o n
S u m m i t .
•  A  b r i e f i n g  f r o m  t h e  P r i m e  M i n i s t e r .
W h i l s t  y o u  a r e  l i s t e n i n g  t o  t h e  s p e e c h ,  t r y  t o  i d e n t i f y
a n d  c o m m e n t  o n  s o m e  o f  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  f e a t u r e s :

COMMUNICATE
Speeches

You could even choose a topic that you're
interested in and have a go at writing your own
speech! Try to include some of these features.



A  g a m e  f o r  t w o  o r  m o r e  p l a y e r s .

P l a y e r s  d e c i d e  o n  t h e  s u b j e c t s  t h e y  w o u l d  l i k e  t o
t a l k  a b o u t  a n d  w r i t e  t h e m  d o w n  o n  s o m e  s c r a p
p i e c e s  o f  p a p e r .  T h e  f i r s t  p l a y e r  s e l e c t s  a  p i e c e  o f
p a p e r  a t  r a n d o m  a n d  b e g i n s  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  t h a t
s u b j e c t  f o r  o n e  m i n u t e .  I f  t h e y  h e s i t a t e ,  r e p e a t
s o m e t h i n g  o r  d e v i a t e  ( g o  o f f - t o p i c ) ,  a n o t h e r  p l a y e r
c a n  i n t e r r u p t  a n d  t a k e  t h e  s u b j e c t .  

P o i n t s  a r e  g a i n e d  f o r  s p e a k i n g  u n t i l  t h e  m i n u t e  i s  u p ,
c o r r e c t l y  i n t e r r u p t i n g ,  o r  b e i n g  w r o n g l y  i n t e r r u p t e d .  

1 .  W h e n  i t  i s  y o u r  t u r n ,  s t a r t  t a l k i n g  i m m e d i a t e l y .
2 .  T r y  n o t  t o  s p e a k  t o o  q u i c k l y .
3 .  D o n ’ t  s p e a k  t o o  s l o w l y  e i t h e r …  t h a t ’ s  c a l l e d
h e s i t a t i o n .
4 .  A v o i d  s a y i n g  ' e r ' ,  ' e r m ' ,  ' u m ' ,  o r  ' a h h h h ' .
5 .  Y o u  w o n ’ t  l o s e  p o i n t s  f o r  r e p e a t i n g  w o r d s ,
s h o r t  w o r d s  l i k e  ' I ' ,  ' y o u ' ,  ' a , '  o r  ' t h e ' .
6 .  S t i c k  t o  y o u r  t o p i c  -  i t ’ s  d e v i a t i o n ,  o t h e r w i s e !

COMMUNICATE
'Just a Minute' Game



A  g a m e  f o r  t w o  p l a y e r s .

B a r r i e r  g a m e s  a r e  a  f a n t a s t i c  l a n g u a g e  t o o l .  T h e y  p r o v i d e
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  d e v e l o p  r e c e p t i v e  ( u n d e r s t a n d i n g )  a n d  e x p r e s s i v e
( s p e a k i n g )  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  s k i l l s .
 
B o t h  p l a y e r s  s t a r t  o f f  b y  d r a w i n g  4  x  4  g r i d s  o n  t h e i r  p i e c e s  o f
p a p e r .   T h e y  t h e n  s i t  o p p o s i t e  e a c h  o t h e r  w i t h  a  ‘ b a r r i e r ’  i n
b e t w e e n  t h e m  –  a  l a r g e  b o o k  o r  u p t u r n e d  t r a y  w i l l  d o .

P l a y e r  1  d r a w s  s o m e  s y m b o l s  a n d / o r  p i c t u r e s  i n  s o m e  o f  t h e
s q u a r e s  o n  t h e i r  g r i d .  T h e y  t h e n  g i v e  p l a y e r  2  i n s t r u c t i o n s  o n  w h a t
t o  d r a w  a n d  w h e r e  t o  d r a w  i t .  W h e n  t h e  p l a y e r s  t h i n k  t h a t  t h e i r
g r i d s  m a t c h ,  t h e y  c a n  c o m p a r e  w h a t  t h e y  h a v e  d r a w n .  

T h e  t w o  p l a y e r s  s h o u l d  t a k e  i t  i n  t u r n s  t o  b e  t h e  i n s t r u c t o r  a n d  t h e
l i s t e n e r .

E x a m p l e :

COMMUNICATE
Barrier Game



T h e  S i n k i n g  o f  t h e  T i t a n i c

Answer the following questions:
1. Look at the message "We have struck iceberg … sinking fast … come to
our assistance." Where did it come from? Who wrote it and why?

____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________

Navigate



T h e  S i n k i n g  o f  t h e  T i t a n i c

2. Explain why each of these people/this company might have been to
blame for the sinking of the Titanic?
E.g. Bruce Ismay was to blame for the sinking of the Titanic because …

 

3. Captain Smith was past his prime - he was too old. Say whether you
agree or disagree with this statement and then explain your answer. 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________

Navigate



T h e  S i n k i n g  o f  t h e  T i t a n i c

4. Is there anything to suggest that money was a key factor in the Titanic
disaster? Explain your answer.
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________

4. Using evidence from the text, why do you think that there was such a
huge loss of life when the Titanic sank?  
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________

5. What do you think should have happened following the disaster, to
avoid something like it happening again? Give at least three
recommendations.
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________

Navigate

Titanic text taken from www.historyonthenet.co.uk



Read the song lyrics carefully, then use them to answer the questions shown.  
You may even be able to sing along to the words, if you’re familiar with the song!

Titanium 
by David Guetta ft. Sia

You shout it out, but I can't hear a word you say
I'm talking loud, not saying much

I'm criticised, but all your bullets ricochet
Shoot me down, but I get up

I'm bulletproof, nothing to lose
Fire away, fire away

Ricochet, you take your aim
Fire away, fire away

You shoot me down, but I won't fall
I am titanium

You shoot me down, but I won't fall
I am titanium

Cut me down, but it's you who'll have further to
fall

Ghost town and haunted love
Raise your voice, sticks and stones may break

my bones
I'm talking loud, not saying much

I'm bulletproof, nothing to lose
Fire away, fire away

Ricochet, you take your aim
Fire away, fire away

You shoot me down, but I won't fall
I am titanium

You shoot me down, but I won't fall
I am titanium
I am titanium
I am titanium

Stone hard, machine gun
Firing at the ones who run

Stone hard, as bulletproof glass

You shoot me down, but I won't fall
I am titanium

You shoot me down, but I won't fall
I am titanium

You shoot me down, but I won't fall
I am titanium

You shoot me down, but I won't fall
I am titanium
I am titanium

_________________________________

2. What do you think the singer means
when they say ‘I’m bulletproof’?
__________________________________
__________________________________
__________________________________
__________________________________

3. Why do you think the singer has
chosen to call this song Titanium?
__________________________________
__________________________________
__________________________________
__________________________________

4. What does the comment 'You shoot
me down but I won't fall' tell you about
the singer?
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________

Navigate
S o n g  L y r i c s  R e a d i n g  C o m p r e h e n s i o n

S o n g w r i t e r s :  D a v i d  G u e t t a ,  G i o r g i o  T u i n f o r t ,
N i c k  v a n  d e  W a l l  a n d  S i a  F u r l e r
©  S o n y / A T V  M u s i c  P u b l i s h i n g  L L C ,  U n i v e r s a l
M u s i c  P u b l i s h i n g  G r o u p ,  B M G  R i g h t s
M a n a g e m e n t ,  K o b a l t  M u s i c  P u b l i s h i n g  L t d  

T o  w a t c h  t h e  v i d e o  a n d  g e t  m o r e
i d e a s  a b o u t  t h i s  s o n g ,  w h y  n o t  g o
t o  T h e  M u s i c  V i d e o  S h e d  u s i n g  t h i s
l i n k : h t t p s : / / w w w . l i t e r a c y s h e d . c o m / t
h e - m u s i c - v i d e o - s h e d . h t m l
 

 Find and copy the word that
means 'rebound off a surface'.

1.



U n d e r s t a n d i n g  W h a t  Y o u  R e a d

Using any text that you have read recently (you could use the Titanic
text or Titanium song lyrics) have a go at these activities.     

Navigate

How to SUMmarise ...
Short explanation of the text
Using your own words
Main points/ideas only

 
Identify key details that
explain or support main         
ideas from a text. See if
someone else can guess
what the text is about
from your summary. 

Making Comparisons

Reflect on characters, settings and
themes from texts that you know. Think
about how you can compare them to
other texts, different media (e.g. film)
and your knowledge of the world.
  

Making comparisons ... 
This means that you are able to identify
similarities and differences between at
least two things.  

  

Identify any words that interest you, or that you
are unfamiliar with, from a text and consider
these questions: 
Do you know what the word means? Can you
think of a synonym or antonym for this word?
Why might the author/poet/songwriter have
chosen this specific word? What impact does it
have on the reader? What might you infer from
its use?      

Exploring Language

SUMmarise It



The most important activity that you can spend time doing over the
holidays is reading. Even if you are a skilled and independent reader,
it's always good to talk to someone else about what you are reading
to make sure that you fully understand. So, this page contains a series
of reading challenges that you can carry out over the summer
holidays. How many can you complete? Tick them off as you go!

Why not make up your own challenges? Invent your own for numbers 6 and 8
and, if you can, look at the Summer Reading Challenge 2020 - it may give you
some additional inspiration!

https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/

Navigate
R e a d i n g  C h a l l e n g e s



With the permission of your
parent/carer, phone or video-call
someone that you care about but

cannot see at the moment. Ask
them to tell you the story of their
life. Write it up as a biography. 

C R E A T E
 
S h o r t  B u r s t  W r i t i n g  A c t i v i t i e s

Use  the se  prompt s  t o  i n sp i r e  you r  wr i t i ng .  

Choose a natural object from outside
e.g. a tree. List five ordinary words to
do with the object. Make each word

into a poetic line: 
TRUNK – serious and silent, sturdy and

strong.
Perhaps include some personification:

LEAVES - whispering secrets to the
breeze.

Look carefully at someone you are living with. Describe
them, starting with a simple sentence such as Mum had black

hair. Drop in a relative clause to give more
information e.g. Mum, who was

watching TV, had black hair. Extend your description by
adding another sentence.

This time, start it with a fronted adverbial, e.g. Hungrily, she
was munching popcorn. Add to your description,

including small details that allow your reader to ‘picture’ your
person.

Invent a series of tweets or
Instagram posts by your

favourite celebrity.



Here are some ideas that you might like to try...

 

C R E A T E
 
W r i t i n g  C h a l l e n g e

T a k e  i n s p i r a t i o n  f r o m  t h i s  i m a g e  a n d  g e t  w r i t i n g !

1

After writing, remember to check your work. Does it make sense? 
Have you remembered basic sentence punctuation?



You will need two spinners for this game (templates can be found at the end of the pack).  

Start with the text-type spinner (a selection of different text-types are included in the template). 

Next choose six topics that interest you and write one in each segment of the topic spinner.  For
example: basketball, dogs, family, chocolate, Pixar films, space.

Place the tip of a pencil in the centre of the text-type spinner. Slide a paper clip over the pencil
and carefully spin it to randomly select a text-type. Repeat this process with your topic spinner.

In the photographs shown, the paperclip has landed on ’instructions’ and ’dogs’.  This person
might choose to write some instructions on ‘How to Give Your Dog a Bath’ or ‘How to Set Up an
Agility Course for a Border Collie’. They could even choose to write some instructions written by
a dog on how to train a human!
Be clear about the purpose and audience of your writing. Adapt the language you use to suit
the reader.
Think back to your previous learning. What are the main features of the text-type you have
landed on? What sorts of sentences and vocabulary will you include? How will you organise and
present your writing?

C R E A T E
 
N o n - f i c t i o n  S p i n n e r

M a k e  a  p a p e r  s p i n n e r  a n d  u s e  i t  t o  g e n e r a t e  i d e a s  f o r  s o m e  n o n - f i c t i o n
w r i t i n g .  F o l l o w  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  b e l o w . . .



1 0 3

Go to the resources section of this pack to find instructions on how to make your origami story
generator.

How to play:
1. First, choose the setting for your story and spell out that location name. Make sure you move the
fortune teller in and out each time you say a letter.  For example, if you choose ‘city’, you would
move it four times, ‘c… i… t… y...’.

2. Next, select a character from the four that are displayed. This will be the main character in your
story.

3. Then, choose a number from the ones displayed and move the fortune teller in and out as you
count that many times.

4. Finally, choose another number from the ones that are shown. Lift up the triangular flap with
your chosen number on it to find out what your story plot will be.

5. Use the results to plan and write your own story!

Each story-generator contains a random selection of characters, settings and plot ideas that
have been chosen by YOU!

C R E A T E
 
O r i g a m i  S t o r y  G e n e r a t o r

D o  y o u  s o m e t i m e s  f i n d  i t  d i f f i c u l t  t o  t h i n k  o f
i d e a s  f o r  a  n e w  s t o r y ?    T h e s e  o r i g a m i  f o r t u n e
t e l l e r s  a r e  a  r e a l l y  f u n  w a y  t o  g e t  y o u  s t a r t e d .
A l l  y o u  n e e d  i s  a  p i e c e  o f  p a p e r ,  s o m e  s c i s s o r s
a n d  a  p e n  o r  p e n c i l .



Homophones are words that sound the same but are spelled
differently, e.g. to, two and too.

Look at the homophones below and complete some or all of
the activities that will help you to remember when to use these

confusing spellings correctly.

INVESTIGATE
Homophones

1.

3.

Make your own
crossword on the

squared paper in the
back of this booklet. 

 You can use the
definitions above to

help with clues.  Once
you have made it, see

if an adult in your
house can solve it.

2.

Design some cards to help you
remember the meanings of the words.
Shuffle them, turn them upside down
and find the matching pairs.

Father

A more formal
word for 'dad'.

Write a sentence with as many
homophone pairs in as you can.



Choose some spellings that you would like to learn from
the statutory word list at the end of this pack. You might
want to ask someone to quiz you first and then decide
which spellings to focus on. Work on around six words at
a time.

INVESTIGATE
'Word Map' Spelling Activity

Choose a word and complete a ‘word map’ like the one
shown. There are some templates at the end of this pack.



Choose some spellings that you would like to learn from
the statutory word list at the end of this pack. You might
want to ask someone to quiz you first and then decide
which spellings to focus on. Work on around six words at
a time.

INVESTIGATE
'Graffiti Wall' Spelling Activity

Write your chosen
spellings on the wall

template that is
provided in this

pack. Try and
choose a style of

writing that reflects
the meaning of each

word, if you can.
Some examples are

shown here.
Afterwards write a

sentence containing
each word. Can you

remember the
correct spellings
without looking?

system

Vegetable

parliament



Some spellings that you need to know have silent letters.  These
are letters that you cannot hear when you say the word aloud, 

 e.g. island (in this word you cannot hear the 's'). Design your own
word-search to hide the following spellings with silent letters:

comb    autumn   doubt   island   solemn   lamb  
 knight   thistle   debt   answer

  On the square paper provided in the back of the booklet, draw a
square about 15 squares wide.
 Start by writing in the spellings that you want to hide.  They can be
written forwards, backwards, upwards, downwards and sometimes
crossed over.

Making a word-search
1.

2.

3.  Once you have written all the spellings onto the grid, it's time to hide  
 them by writing other letters around them.  Use the alphabet sequence 
 to help with this: 

INVESTIGATE
Spellings with Silent Letters

4.  Now your word-search is ready.  Who will you ask to solve it?



M O V I N G  O N  U P

RESOURCES



How to make an origami story generator (also known as a
‘fortune teller’):

1. Start off with a squared piece of paper and fold it diagonally
into four quarters.

2. Fold the four corners of the square into the centre to make
a smaller square.

3. Turn the resulting smaller square over and fold the four
corners into the centre again.

4. Fold up the four corners so that the points meet in the
middle. Work your fingers into the pockets of paper in each of
the four corners.

5. Choose four settings to write on the squares that are
positioned on the outside of your fortune teller.

6. Then decide on eight characters to write on the triangles
that are inside the fortune teller. Randomly write the numerals
1-8 on the triangles.

7. Open up the fortune teller and write down eight different
plots. Top tip: use ‘who…'.

Origami Story Generator Instructions

Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paper_fortune_teller



Non-fiction Spinner Templates

Choose 6
topics that

interest you
and write one

in each
section.

The text-types
have already
been chosen

for you.



Statutory Spellings



Word Map Templates (Spelling)



Graffiti Wall Template (Spelling)



Do your crossword here



Do your word-search here


