Literacy Tree Curriculum Map
Cycle A (2026/2027)
Key texts in bold
	
	Autumn 1
	Autumn 2
	Spring 1
	Spring 2
	Summer 1
	Summer 2

	Class 2 
Writing
	Theme: Destruction and Preservation
Cave Baby by Julia Donaldson – narrative retelling, labels and captions
The Journey Home by Fran Preston-Gannon – persuasive letter, postcards, stories and reports
	Theme: Space and Our World
We Are Water Protectors by Carole Lindstrom – Poems and non-chronological reports
Astro Girl by Ken Wilson-Max –
Fact files, commands and guides
	Theme: Similarities and Differences
Beegu by Alexis Deacon – alien narrative
Tadpole’s Promise by Jeanne Willis – own narrative, descriptions and explanations
	Theme: Change and Relationships
The Owl and The Pussycat by Edward Lear – poetry and instructions
The Old Egg by Emily Gravett – guides and predictions
If All the World Were by Joseph Coelho – poetry, diaries and letters
	Theme: Fantasy Journeys
Lost and Found by Oliver Jeffers – characters, retellings and instructions
Ocean Meets Sky by The Fan Brothers – 
fantasy narrative
	Theme: Structures and Materials
The Great Fire of London by Emma Adams and James Weston Lewis – information booklet and persuasion
Iggy Peck, Architect by Andrea Beaty – fact files, labels and comparisons

	Class 2 Reading
	Little Wandle Phonics and Reading
	Little Wandle Phonics and Reading
	Little Wandle Phonics and Reading
	Little Wandle Phonics and Reading
	Little Wandle Phonics and Reading
	Little Wandle Phonics and Reading

	Class 3 Writing
	Theme: Magic and Mystery
Leon and the Place Between By Angela McAllister – Fantasy Narrative, persuasion
The Mermaid of Zennor By Charles Causley– Legends,  information booklet
	Theme: Dreams and Desires
BFG – By Road Dahl – Recount, Instructions
The Seed of Doubt By Irena Brignull – Poetry, description
	Theme: Hope and Healing
Frindleswylde By Natalia O'Hara and Lauren O'Hara  - Letters, Narrative
Escape from Pompeii by  Christina Balit  - Diaries
	Theme: Strength and Endurance
Cloud Tea Monkeys By Mal Peet – Non-Chronological Report
Cinderella of the Nile By Beverley Naidoo – Traditional Tales
	Theme: From Mystery to Discovery
The Mysteries of Harris Burdick By Chris Van Allsberg - Narrative
The Story of Tutankhamun By Patricia Cleveland-Peck - Biography
	Theme: Pride and Downfall
Jim, A Cautionary Tale By Hilaire Belloc & Mini Grey = Poetry
Pride, The Story of Harvey Milk and the Rainbow Flag By Rob Sanders and Steven Salerno - Biography

	Class 3 Reading
	The Lost Spells By Robert Macfarlane and Jackie Morris

Arthur and the Golden Rope By Joe Todd Stanton
	BFG – By Roald Dahl

I Am the Seed That Grew the Tree by Fiona Waters and Frann Preston-Gannon
	The Firework Maker's Daughter By Phillip Pullman

Earth Shattering Events By Robin Jacobs and Sophie Williams
	The White Fox By Jackie Morris

Africa, Amazing Africa By Atinuke
	Mr Penguin and the Lost Treasure By Alex T. Smith

New and Collected Poems for Children by Carol-Ann Duffy 
	A Necklace of Raindrops By Joan Aiken

Two Weeks with the Queen By Morris Gleitzman


	Class 4 Writing
	Theme: Crime and Punishment
The Three Little Pigs Project (Guardian Newspaper Article)
Newspapers, opinion and debate
The Island By Armin Greder
Narrative sequels and alternative perspectives
	Theme: Power Vs Principles
The Tempest By William Shakespeare
Descriptive writing and playscripts
Percy Jackson and the Lightning
Thief By
Rick Riordan
Mythical narrative, poetry and non-chronological reports
	Theme: Affirmation and Equality
The Lost Ting by Shaun Tan-
Narrative, formal letters and guides
The Lizzie and Belle
Mysteries: Drama
and Danger By
J.T. Williams – posters, case notes, persuasion
	Theme: Legends, Folklore and Fairytales
Beowulf By Michael Morpurgo –
Legends, epitaphs, recounts
Grimm Tales For Young and Old By Phillip Pullman – retelling and analysis
	Theme: Lessons From History
Children of the
Benin Kingdom by
Dinah Orji –
Non- chronological reports, contrasting diaries, summaries 
Alte Zachen: Old
Things by
Ziggy Hanaor -Analytical essay on what we can
learn from other generations
Character descriptions,
flashbacks, 
short autobiographies
	Theme: Solving Mysteries
High Rise Mystery by
Sharna Jackson – extended narrative

Curiosity: The Story of a Mars Rover by Markus Motum  - explanations


	Class 4 Reading
	The Good Thieves by Katherine Rundell

Politics for Beginners by
Louie Stowell
	Who Let the Gods Out? by
Maz Evans


Mythologica by
Stephen P Kershaw



	Me, My Dad and the End of the
Rainbow by
Benjamin Dean

Black and British: a Short,
Essential History by
David Olusoga
	When the Stars Come Out by
Nicola Edwards and Lucy
Cartwright

Grimm Tales For Young and Old By Phillip Pullman 

	Poems from the
Second World War
By Gaby Morgan

When Hitler Stole
Pink Rabbit by
Judith Kerr
	Overheard in a
Tower Block by
Joseph Coelho

Real-life Mysteries:
Can you explain the
unexplained? by
Susan Martineau



Cycle B 2027-2028

	
	Autumn 1
	Autumn 2
	Spring 1
	Spring 2
	Summer 1
	Summer 2

	Class 2 
Writing
	Theme: Heroic Deeds
Billy and the Beast by Nadia Shireen – defeat a monster narrative, posters, summaries and emails
Wolves by Emily Garrett – non-chronological leaflet, captions and information
	Theme: Helpfulness and Kindness
Lubna and Pebble by Wendy Meddour – friendship narrative and thank you notes
Jim and the Beanstalk by Raymond Briggs – sequels and informal letters
	Theme: Storybook Bears
The Bear and the Piano by David Litchfield – speech, advice, retelling and information
Goldilocks using three different versions by Lauren Child, Anthony Browne and Leigh Hodgkinson – alternative perspectives, sequels and letters
	Theme: Beasts and Monsters
Dinosaurs and all that Rubbish by Michael Foreman – pamphlets, posters and instructions
The Minpins by Roald Dahl – adventure narrative, descriptions
	Theme: Fictional Worlds
Dragon Post by Emma Yarlett – guides and explanations
Julian is a Mermaid  by Jessica Love – three verse poems and commands

	Theme: Urban and Rural Adventures
Lizzy and the Cloud by The Fan Brothers – adverts, pitches and advice in role
Last Stop on Market Street by Matt de la Pena – figurative language, sensory poetry and interviews

	Class 2 Reading
	Little Wandle Phonics and Reading
	Little Wandle Phonics and Reading
	Little Wandle Phonics and Reading
	Little Wandle Phonics and Reading
	Little Wandle Phonics and Reading
	Little Wandle Phonics and Reading

	Class 3 Writing
	Theme: Imagination and Freedom
Tar Beach by Faith Ringgold– Play script, Poetry, dialogue, letters
The First Drawing by Mordicai Gerstein– Historical narrative, Character descriptions, Diary
	Theme: Invention and Transformation

The Tin Forest by Helen Ward – Persuasive writing, Information leaflets Until I Met Dudley by Roger McGough & Chris Riddell – Explanation texts, Formal/Informal
	Theme: Finding Your Future

Granny Came Here on the Empire Windrush by Patrice Lawrence – Factual report, diary
The Selfish Giant by Oscar Wilde – Narrative, First Person
	Theme: Taking Courage

The Baker by the Sea by Paula White – Job applications, Adverts, Brochure
Riddle of the Runes by Janina Ramirez – character/setting descriptions, dialogue
	Theme: Dreams and Unearthing Civilisations
Weslandia by Paul Fleischman – Non-Chronological report, Review, 
Shackleton's Journey by William Grill – Newspaper Report, Description
	Theme: Fantasy Worlds

The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe by C S Lewis – Narrative, Poetry
The Zebra's Great Escape by Katherine Rundell – Narrative, Dialogue

	Class 3 Reading
	The Undefeated by Kwame Alexander and Kadir Nelson

Zombierella: Fairytales Gone Bad by Joseph Coelho
	The Story of Flight by Jakob Whitfield

Skygazing by Anna Claybourne
	The Pied Piper of Hamelin (Narrative Poem) Robert Browning

Tamarind and the Star of Ishta by Jasbinder Bilan
	Viking Voyagers by Jack Tite

Old Possum's Book of Practical Cats by T.S. Elliot
	The Fossil Hunter by Kate Winter

Poems from a Green and Blue Planet by Sabrina Mahfouz
	The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe by C S Lewis

Adventuremice: Otter Chaos! By Philip Reeve and Sarah McIntyre

	Class 4 Writing
	Theme: Journeys and Migration

The Odyssey by
Gillian Cross -Epic adventure story
Windrush Child by Benjamin Zephaniah –
Letter writing (formal and informal) and poetry
	Theme: Conservation and Preservation
Can We Save the Tiger? by
Martin Jenkins – explanation, discussion and persuasion
The Last Bear by
Hannah Gold –
Newspapers, figurative writing

	Theme: Inspiration and Activism
Suffragette, The Battle for
Equality by
David Roberts –
Persuasive campaign, balanced arguments
The Invention of Hugo Cabret by
Brian Selznick
Biography, autobiography
	Theme: Dystopian Worlds
Paradise Sands by
Levi Pinfold – narrative prequel, book reviews
Boy in the Tower by
Polly Ho-Yen
Lists, warnings, past and present narratives
	Theme: Fate and Fortune
The Wind in the Wall by
Sally Gardner 
Horror/gothic narrative
Romeo and Juliet
By William Shakespeare police report, advice


	Theme: A Sense of Place
Night Mail by
W H Auden –
Poetry

Some Places More
Than Others by
Renee Watson – A range of writing for the suitcase project including instructions

	Class 4 Reading
	Fly Me Home by
Polly Ho-Yen
 
A World Full of Journeys and
Migrations
Martin Howard
	Beetle Boy by
M.G Leonard

Darwin's Voyage of
Discovery
Jake Williams
	Malala: My story of
standing up for
girls' rights
Malala Yousafzai

The Invention of Hugo Cabret by
Brian Selznick
	Caged Bird (within Poetry for Young People) by
Maya Angelou

The Wolves of Willoughby Chase by
Joan Aiken
	Cogheart by
Peter Bunzl

Poetry for Kids: William
Shakespeare illustrated edition by
William Shakespeare
	Incredible Journeys by
Levison Wood

The Story of Titanic for Children by
Joe Fullman






