6th September 2024
Class 1 Termly Newsletter

Dear parents and carers,
Welcome to a new year in Class 1 and for a lot of the children, their first year at Denver Primary School. It has been a joy to have all the children in class properly this week and we look forward to our exciting year ahead. In Class 1, we follow a different theme every half term so that children can really dive deep into each topic and get to see how all the different topics link together in our interesting world around us. This letter will provide an overview of the types of learning we will be doing and the themes for each of the upcoming half terms up to Christmas.
Autumn 1 – All About Me
In these first few weeks of our school year, we will be thinking about ourselves and sharing all our exciting experiences as we get to know each other. At the beginning of the topic, we will think about ourselves and our own bodies and what they can do. Following that, we will be broadening our horizons further to our close environment like our families and where we live, all the way to those people in the community who can help us. As we broaden out to the environment around us, we will also discover the changes that happen around us as the seasons change and what we will expect to see and feel. 
Whilst we delve into this theme through continuous provision in the classroom and whole class discussions on the carpet, we will be carrying this theme on through Drawing Club, where we will be enjoying weekly stories or tales, linking to our theme and producing work from this. Some stories we will be reading this term include:
· ‘Owl Babies’ by Martin Waddell
· ‘Little Bear Lost’ by Jane Hissey
· Goldilocks and the Three Bears
Autumn 2 – Journeys
In the half term leading up to Christmas, we are going to be thinking about journeys and how there are so many ways in which we can travel. We will investigate all the different modes of transport today and compare them to how people in the past may have travelled, including early transport and George Stephenson who invented the steam train. We will also be looking at some journeys which can be a bit treacherous and how we may have to prepare for those, especially if we were going to space or Antarctica. 
A selection of the stories we will be enjoying in Drawing Club this half term include:
· ‘We’re Going on a Bear Hunt’ by Michael Rosen
· ‘Mrs Armitagiage on Wheels’ by Jez Alborough
· ‘The Way Back Home’ by Oliver Jeffers
Drawing Club:
In Class 1, literacy takes the form of ‘Drawing Club’. Each week, a story, tale or cartoon is looked at in depth, using some very rich vocabulary to enhance the children’s experience of the story. Drawing Club delves into the children’s imagination as they have to answer a question each day based on what we have heard/ watched. This could be focussed on a character, setting or an ‘adventure time’ where there is a new situation for the children to think of an imaginative answer to. Each drawing requires a special ‘code’ that the children must come up with so that something in their picture happens. This has put the onus of writing in the children’s hands, encouraging independence in what is being written and also in using their own phonetical knowledge more. Drawing Club took off fantastically in Class 1 last year and produced fantastic work, and more importantly, a real enjoyment for writing and we look forward to beginning it again with the class this year! 

Literacy:
Whilst we will be focussing on the texts in each topic during both Drawing Club and in our topic learning, we will continue to focus on other key writing features for EYFS including:
· Making meaningful marks using various media and materials.
· Learning how to write their names.
· Identifying the initial sounds in words.
· Beginning to understand how we read; e.g. from left to right.
· Listening to stories.
· Retelling stories verbally and sequencing narratives.
· Investigating different text types including fiction, rhymes and lists.
Year 1 pupils in the class will concentrate on developing their ability to write simple sentences that they can read themselves, using the class texts to facilitate this work.  
Phonics
We will also be beginning our phonics learning through the school scheme of ‘Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised’. Reception children will begin by listening to sounds and honing their sound identification before working through Phase 2 of the scheme up to Christmas. 
Year 1 pupils begin their phonics this year by revising the content learnt last year, briefly revisiting all phonemes learnt last year before beginning their learning of Phase 5, where split digraphs start to be introduced. 
Both reception and year 1 children will receive 3 group reading sessions a week in accordance to Little Wandle and at the end of the week, these books will be sent home on Thursdays for you to hear them read over the weekend and will need to be returned on Mondays for us to use the books the following week. From Monday to Thursday, an alternative appropriate book will be sent home for them to share with yourselves. Reading is a massive step at this age any we encourage children to try and read or share a book daily with an adult at home as it makes a substantial difference to their retention of what they have learnt and their confidence to begin to read fluently.
Numeracy:
EYFS learners will begin their learning in this area based on the following overview:
· Learning counting and number songs.
· Counting, recognising and writing each number to ten.
· Accurate 1:1 counting.
· Beginning to estimate quantities based on arrays.
· Ordering numbers and objects.
· Sorting and matching-type activities.
Year 1 pupils will be begin to use  ‘Power Maths’ textbooks and interactive resources as they begin their KS1 journey into mathematics, beginning to dive a  little deeper in areas including:
· Number recognition
· Numbers to 10
· Part/whole within 10*
· Number and Place Value 
· Addition/Subtraction 
· Money and Measurement
· Shape
· Numbers to 20 and beyond
Physical Education:
Reception and Year 1 children in the class will be taking part in separate PE lessons. Reception will have PE lessons on Thursdays whilst Year 1 children will be doing PE with Mr Cawley on a Wednesday and Thursday. Please can children come dressed in PE kit for the appropriate days and if any jewellery is normally worn, could this be removed for these days too for safety, thank you. 
Reception children will start the year being introduced to Physical Education and structured movement through the topic of ‘fantasy and adventure’. They will spend time learning basic principles of a PE lesson such as safely finding and using space, freezing on command, using and sharing equipment and working individually, with a partner and group. They will take part in activities which will develop fundamental movement skills such as running, jumping and skipping. Children will also play simple games and begin to understand and use rules.
In the second half term, we will develop our fundamental movement skills through the topic of ‘all about me’. Children will develop skills of balancing, running, hopping, jumping, travelling and changing direction. Children will develop fine and gross motor skills, through handling equipment. They will learn how to stay safe using space and understand and follow rules and instructions and work independently and with a partner..
Communication and Language:
The children will continue to be given frequent opportunities to talk about a range of subjects across the curriculum and in their continuous provision opportunities. This is achieved through developing their awareness and use of verbal and non-verbal forms of communication, by talking, sharing and listening to each other during formal and informal contexts.  The development of communication and language skills is of great importance and opportunities to develop the children’s confidence and ability in this area is embedded in all learning, whether it is in the form of stories, discussion, music or play.
Art and Design:
It is important the children are given the opportunity to be creative, and to this end, the classroom has a dedicated area for arts and crafts that learners can access each day.  In art and design lessons, the children will be studying Bridgit Riley and creating optical and monochrome art. We will also look at mechanisms and how they could work in both vehicles and in moving pictures. Additionally, the children will engage in this area of the curriculum by way of the following:
· Experimenting with different instruments
· Dance
· Creating art using different media, e.g. paints, crayons and pastels etc.
· Junk modelling 
· “Autumn Art” using natural materials
Music:
The children will receive specialist teaching in music every week courtesy of Mr. Lawrence.  They will sing songs and rhymes linked to the topic area, among others.  Elsewhere, the children will use music in Literacy and, in Numeracy, use singing and chants to help develop their confidence in counting.  We feel music is an important part of the curriculum and enjoy using music in different areas of learning wherever possible.
Religious Education:
The children will learning about Christianity and will listen to traditional bible stories.  To begin the term, we will be discussing why the word ‘God’ is important to Christians whilst later in the term, we will consider the Nativity story.


Other:
Toys:
Could we please ask that the children do not bring in their own toys, as there is always a risk of them getting broken or lost. 
Show and Tell:
We love to hear about different achievements or events that children in our class have taken part in and openly encourage them to bring in and certificates/ medals/ pictures to share with the class. Wednesdays are the best day for this as we can include it in our class wellbeing assembly at the end of the day. Class 1 is a busy place so unfortunately, we are unable to allow time in these assemblies to show and tell a toy from home. Thank you.
Best wishes
Mr Rackham & Mrs Alves
