18th April 2024
Class 1 Termly Newsletter

Dear Parents and Carers,
I can’t believe we are already into the summer term! Everyone in the class has made great progress over the last term and I look forward to the summer term now where we will continue this progress and prepare for our future year group, whether that be Year 1 or 2. The summer term is always exciting and very busy with the amount of activities planned for the term, which I’m sure the children will enjoy. Improved weather will provide us more exciting opportunities for outdoor learning experiences within our continuous provision learning. Please see below for an overview of what we will be covering in this summer term.
Summer 1 – Kings and Queens
This half term, Class 1 will be focussing on our own country, turning our attention to  leadership of our country and who is in power. We will be learning about the royal family, our government and how decisions are made. We will study King Charles III and some of the important ceremonies and traditions around the royal family, including royal buildings. We will then turn back time to kings of the past, including King John and comparing then to now. 
A selection of the books we will be reading this half term include:
· ‘The Princess and the Pea’
· ‘Paddington at the Palace’ by Michael Bond
· ‘The Queen’s Hat’ by Steve Antony

Summer 2 – Stories from the Past
In our final topic of the year, we delve into a wide range of stories and tales from different parts of the world and through different times. The class will be looking at story types including fairy tales, Ancient Greek myths, fables and folk tales. Children will begin to understand that some stories are written to teach us things whilst others can sometimes explain things to us. 
Alongside these stories, we will be investigating the areas in the world where they are told, leading to an exciting journey across the globe. 
A selection of the stories we will be reading this half term include:
· ‘Little Red Riding Hood’
· ‘The Hare and the Tortoise’
· St George and the Dragon
Drawing Club:
From last half term, children in Class 1 have taken part in Drawing Club. Each week, a story, tale or cartoon is looked at in depth, using some very rich vocabulary to enhance the children’s experience of the story. Drawing Club delves into the children’s imagination as they have to answer a question each day based on what we have heard/ watched. This could be focussed on a character, setting or an ‘adventure time’ where there is a new situation for the children to think of an imaginative answer to. Each drawing requires a special ‘code’ that the children must come up with so that something in their picture happens. This has put the onus of writing in the children’s hands, encouraging independence in what is being written and also in using their own phonetical knowledge more. Drawing Club has taken off fantastically in Class 1 and it is lovely to see what the children are imagining and writing every day!
Phonics:
Learning to read will continue through a daily lesson of phonics. We will be continuing our ‘Little Wandle Letters and Sounds’ phonics scheme and in the summer term, children will start to learn longer words. Reading will also continue where the children will practise reading a book in small groups 3 days a week before bringing it home to be shared at home for the weekend. Books for pleasure will also continue to be sent home on the days which the class reading books are not in. Alongside this, all children will also have a library book that they have picked to take home and this will be changed on Thursdays. Please can children bring in their library book on that day to allow them to get it changed. 
Just a reminder that children in Class 1 have reading record charts in the class, to encourage the continued reading effort at home. Your continued support at home with reading is greatly appreciated – thank you! 
Numeracy:
EYFS learners will continue their learning based on the following areas:
· Early multiplication
· Early division
· Patterns
· Money

Year 1 pupils will be continue to use  ‘Power Maths’ textbooks and interactive resources as they carry on their KS1 maths journey. This term, we will focus on:

· Multiplication
· Division
· Patterns
· Money
· Fractions (halves and quarters)
· Time
· Position and direction

Physical Education:
Reception children will start the summer term practising and developing their ball skills. Children will develop fundamental ball skills such as throwing and catching, rolling a ball, using targets, dribbling with feet, kicking a ball, bouncing and catching a ball. The children will be able to develop their fine and gross motor skills though a range of game play with balls. Children will work independently and with a partner and will develop decision making and using simple tactics.
After half term, the children will practise and further develop their fundamental movement skills through the topic of 'around the world'. Children will learn and develop these skills by playing a variety of games. They will also learn how to work as a team, take turns, keep the score, play against an opponent and play by the rules.
As the weather improves, we will look to have more PE sessions outside on the field or playground. However, as with the unpredictability of the British weather, we may have to reside inside at times! Please try to send your child in on PE days with the appropriate clothing for the day. 



Communication and Language:
The children will continue to be given frequent opportunities to talk about a range of subjects and feelings across the curriculum, RSHE and through the PATHS scheme.  The development of communication and language skills is of great importance and opportunities to develop the children’s confidence and ability in this area is embedded in all learning, whether it is in the form of stories, discussion or music.
Art and Design:
 In art and design lessons, the children will explore different skills and techniques as they make crafts to accompany our learning in other topics. Additionally, the children will engage in this area of the curriculum by way of the following:
· Experimenting with different instruments
· Dance and movement
· Creating art in continuous provision; using different media, e.g. paints, crayons and pastels etc.
· Junk modelling
Music:
The children will continue to receive specialist teaching in music every week courtesy of Mr. Lawrence. Class 1 will be learning about different un-tuned instruments and will get the opportunity to try some of these. Then, Class 1 will learn how to sing along to a beat. They will also sing songs and rhymes linked to the topic area, among others.  Elsewhere, the children will continue to use music in Literacy and, in Numeracy, use singing and chants to help develop their confidence in counting.
Religious Education:
The children will begin to learn about other religions in the world, exploring Islam and understanding how Muslims show that Allah is compassionate. 
Other:
Mornings:
As you may have noticed this week already, we are now encouraging children to come into class from the class gate rather than leaving parents in the classroom so that they are preparing for their next year group. 
Toys:
As we are entering our final term of the school year, could we please ask that the children do not bring in their own cuddly toys or other comfort items, thank you. 
Hats and suncream:
As the weather hopefully improves, can we please ask that children bring in sun hats to protect themselves on days when the sun is strong as we will be outside for longer periods in the summer weather. We ask that if the weather is that good that suncream is required, then can this please be applied at home prior to coming to school. 

Thank you and we look forward to this summer term!

Best wishes
Mr Rackham & Mrs Alves
