11th January 2024
Class 1 Termly Newsletter

Dear parents and carers,
Happy New Year and I hope that you all had a joyful and restful Christmas break! We had such a busy first term and the children have already all come a long way which is great to see. As we move into the spring term, we hope to keep up the good progress made this year and will be covering some exciting topics for the children to learn about. We will continue to provide a range of opportunities for learning through continuous provision whilst children in year 1 will also have opportunities to learn topic lessons both in focussed sessions in Class 1 and with their peers in Class 2. Please see below for an outline of what we will be covering over this term.
Spring 1 – Space
This half term, we are looking beyond the horizons we can easily see and are casting our eyes into space, learning about how our planet Earth fits into the solar system, understanding what gravity is and how the sun helps us to keep warm. We will also look further away, understanding about different stars and planets that we can see through using a telescope. The class will learn about key individuals who have helped us learn more about space like Galileo and Caroline Herschel and also key space ventures like the Apollo 11 mission and the Mars 2020 mission. 
 A selection of the books we will be reading in literacy this half term include:
· ‘How to Catch a Star’ by Oliver Jeffers
· ‘Whatever Next’ by Jill Murphy
· ‘Suzy Orbit Astronaut’ by Ruth Quayle
Spring 2 – Growing and Changing
In the run up to Easter, and we are moving into the time of year where the seasons change, we will be investigating the changes and how this affects the world around us. Not only will we look at changes in the seasons, but we will investigate changes that occur in both animals and in plants, planting our own seeds and watching them grow over the term and into the summer term. Finally, we will look at ourselves and think about how we also change, comparing ourselves to what we were like at the start of the year to now and also into the future as adults. 
A selection of the books we will be reading in literacy this half term include:
· ‘The Tiny Seed’ by Eric Carl
· ‘The Very Hungry Caterpillar’ by Eric Carl
· ‘Tadpole’s Promise’ by Jeanne Willis
Chinese New Year
At the beginning of February, we look at China and how they celebrate their own New Year in comparison to ours. This gives the class a fantastically fun opportunity to think about dragons too and we will spend some time creating our own dragons.
Literacy:
Whilst we will be focussing on the texts in each topic during literacy, we will continue to focus on other key writing features for EYFS including:
· Making meaningful marks using various media and materials.
· Learning how to write their names.
· Identifying the initial sounds in words.
· Using our phonetical knowledge to start to write labels and short phrases
· Listening to stories.
· Retelling stories verbally and sequencing narratives.
· Investigating different text types including fiction, rhymes and lists.
Year 1 pupils in the class will continue to build on their sentence writing learnt in the first term, beginning to become more independent in sentence building and length and complexity of sentences, adding description. 
Phonics
Learning to read will continue through a daily lesson of phonics taught through Little Wandle Letters and Sounds. I would like to take the opportunity to thank everyone for their time taken to read with your children and help them practise their new sounds at home. The continuation of practice at home as well as in the classroom does show in how the children are learning to read and it would be brilliant if this can continue as we move into this term. 
Numeracy:
EYFS learners will continue their learning based on the following areas:
· Number/place value for numbers up to 20
· Addition
· Measure and Shape
· Early multiplication (doubling)
· Shape and data 

Year 1 pupils will be continue to use  ‘Power Maths’ textbooks and interactive resources as they carry on their KS1 maths journey. This term, there will be focusses on:

· Number/place value
· Addition
· Measure and Shape
· Early multiplication
· Shape and data
· Addition/subtraction to 20
· Numbers to fifty
· Weight, length and volume
Physical Education:
Reception children will start this year with learning about dance. In this unit children will develop their expressive movement through the topic of 'places'. Children explore space and how to use space safely. They explore traveling actions, shapes and balances. Children choose their own actions in response to a stimulus. They also are given the opportunity to copy, repeat and remember actions. They continue to use counting to help them keep in time with the music. They explore dance through the world around them. They perform to others and begin to provide simple feedback.
In the second half term, we will practise gymnastic skills through the topic ‘traditional tales’. Children explore creating shapes and balances, jumps and rolls. They begin to develop an awareness of space and how to use it safely. They perform basic skills on both floor and apparatus. They copy, create, remember and repeat short sequences. They begin to understand using levels and directions when travelling and balancing.
Communication and Language:
The children will continue to be given frequent opportunities to talk about a range of subjects across the curriculum and in RSHE and PATHS sessions, in addition to developing their awareness and use of verbal and non-verbal forms of communication by: talking, sharing and listening to each other during formal and informal contexts.  The development of communication and language skills is of great importance and opportunities to develop the children’s confidence and ability in this area is embedded in all learning, whether it is in the form of stories, discussion or music.

Art and Design:
Children will have a variety of opportunities to create pieces of artwork and explore a variety of materials in not only their Art/DT lessons but also in their continuous provision. Work will at times be linked to our literacy topics. For example, children will be exploring different materials and techniques to create a space picture inspired by Peter Thorpe and create their own dragon following on from our dragon/ Chinese New Year topic. 
Music:
The children will continue to receive specialist teaching in music every week courtesy of Mr. Lawrence. Class 1 will be learning about pitch and will prepare themselves for the Easter concert in the second half term. They will also sing songs and rhymes linked to the topic area, among others.  Elsewhere, the children will continue to use music in Literacy and, in Numeracy, use singing and chants to help develop their confidence in counting.
Religious Education:
The children will begin to learn about other religions in the world, exploring Islam and understanding how Muslims show that Allah is compassionate. We will then continue to learn about Christianity and will be discussing why Christians put a cross in the Easter garden. 
Other:
Toys:
As we are progressing in our school year and the children become more independent, could we please ask that the children do not bring in their own cuddly toys or other comfort items, thank you. 
Show and Tell:
We love to hear about different achievements or events that children in our class have taken part in and openly encourage them to bring in and certificates/ medals/ pictures to share with the class. Wednesdays are the best day for this as we can include it in our class wellbeing assembly at the end of the day. Class 1 is a busy place so unfortunately, we are unable to allow time in these assemblies to show and tell a toy from home. Thank you.
Best wishes
Mr Rackham & Mrs Alves
