18th April 2023
Class 1 Termly Newsletter

Dear Parents and Carers,
I can’t believe we are already into the summer term! Everyone in the class has made great progress over the last term and I look forward to the summer term now where we will continue this progress and prepare for our future year group, whether that be Year 1 or 2. The summer term is always exciting and very busy with the amount of activities planned for the term, which I’m sure the children will enjoy. Improved weather will provide us more exciting opportunities for outdoor learning experiences within our continuous provision learning. Please see below for an overview of what we will be covering in this summer term.
Literacy:
In Literacy this term we will begin learning about lifecycles of animals, focussing on animals who we might see at this time of year (frogs and butterflies). Children will be able to label body parts of these animals and also be able to sequence the lifecycle of an animal in their own words. Not only will we be learning about animal lifecycles, but later in the term, we will look at the lifecycle of a plant and how we can grow a plant. Children will be able to write simple instructions about how to grow a plant, recalling from their own experiences in the class. 
Class 1 will then move onto focussing about important people and those who can help us. This will extend across not only helpful people in the world around us but also into fantasy as we look at superheroes where children will be encouraged to produce some descriptive writing of their own superhero. Further topics which the children will be covering include: Fairy tales and learning about transport and travel. 
Learning to read will continue through a daily lesson of phonics. We will be continuing our ‘Little Wandle Letters and Sounds’ phonics scheme and in the summer term, children will start to learn longer words. Reading will also continue where the children will practise reading a book in small groups 3 days a week before bringing it home to be shared at home for the weekend. Books for pleasure will also continue to be sent home on the days which the class reading books are not in. With our new library, all children will also have a library book that they have picked to take home and this will be changed weekly. Just a reminder that children in Class 1 have reading record charts in the class, to encourage the continued reading effort at home. Children are enjoying collecting stamps on their charts in the anticipation of getting a special certificate! Your continued support at home with reading is greatly appreciated – thank you! 
Numeracy:
EYFS learners will continue their learning based on the following areas:
· Multiplication
· Division
· Patterns
· Money

Year 1 pupils will be continue to use  ‘Power Maths’ textbooks and interactive resources as they carry on their KS1 maths journey. This term, we will focus on:

· Multiplication
· Division
· Patterns
· Money
· Fractions (halves and quarters)
· Time
· Position and direction

Physical Education:
As the weather improves, we will look to have more PE sessions outside on the field or playground. However, as with the unpredictability of the British weather, we may have to reside inside at times! Please try to send your child in on PE days with the appropriate clothing for the day. This term, we will be working together in our ‘games and teamwork’ topic and then will be learning sport skills in athletics. 

Communication and Language:
The children will continue to be given frequent opportunities to talk about a range of subjects and feelings across the curriculum, RSHE and our new PATHS scheme.  The development of communication and language skills is of great importance and opportunities to develop the children’s confidence and ability in this area is embedded in all learning, whether it is in the form of stories, discussion or music.

Understanding of the world: Continuous Provision:
Just like the rest of this year, we will endeavour to follow children’s interests in our learning and we will use continuous provision times to focus on these interests further. There are some topics which we would like to discuss and investigate at some point this term, as we feel they will deepen the classes understanding of the world and these include: 
· Ourselves and others: Discussions about what rights and responsibilities are and what ours would be. We will also be discussing who we should speak to if we need help. 
· Living things around us: Linked to one of our literacy topics, we will be learning about plants; what they are and what they need to help them grow. 
· The world around us: Identifying and exploring key physical features in the world around us like the seaside, woods, mountains and rivers.
· Seasonal change: Comparing and contrasting the seasonal change between spring and summer.
· Cultures around the world: Investigating Judaism – investigating their beliefs, a synagogue, Rabbi, the Torah and celebrations.
Art and Design:
 In art and design lessons, the children will explore different skills and techniques as they make crafts to accompany our learning in other topics. Additionally, the children will engage in this area of the curriculum by way of the following:
· Experimenting with different instruments
· Dance and movement
· Creating art in continuous provision; using different media, e.g. paints, crayons and pastels etc.
· Junk modelling




Music:
The children will continue to receive specialist teaching in music every week courtesy of Mr. Lawrence. Class 1 will be learning about different un-tuned instruments and will get the opportunity to try some of these. Then, Class 1 will learn how to sing along to a beat. They will also sing songs and rhymes linked to the topic area, among others.  Elsewhere, the children will continue to use music in Literacy and, in Numeracy, use singing and chants to help develop their confidence in counting.
Religious Education:
The children will learning about Judaism this term and will investigate a different belief that people in the world has. Children will be learning about and answering these questions:
· Jewish beliefs 
· What is a synagogue is?
· Who is a Rabbi?
· What is the Torah?
· What celebrations do they have?
Other:
Toys:
Could we please continue to ask that the children do not bring in their own toys, as there is always a risk of them getting broken or lost.  It is also worth mentioning that toys are not something we generally celebrate during “show and tell”, although certificates or other outside achievements are very welcome and we would love to see any!
Hats and suncream:
As the weather hopefully improves, can we please ask that children bring in sun hats to protect themselves on days when the sun is strong as we will be outside for longer periods in the summer weather. We ask that if the weather is that good that suncream is required, then can this please be applied at home prior to coming to school. 


Thank you and we look forward to this summer term!

Best wishes
Mr Rackham & Mrs Alves




