
MFL in EYFS 
 

Development Matters ELG 
Early Learning Goal 

How this is achieved in EYFS By the end of EYFS learners will 
know… 

Reception 
 
Communication & Language 
● Learn new vocabulary 
● Use new vocabulary in different 

contexts 
● Articulate their ideas and thoughts in 

well-formed sentences 
● Ask questions to find out more and 

to check they understand what has 
been said to them 

● Engage in non-fiction books 
● Listen to and talk about selected 

non-fiction to develop a deep 
familiarity with new knowledge and 
vocabulary  

 
Understanding the World 
● Recognise some environments that 

are different from the one in which 
they live 
 

Understanding the World: The 
Natural World 

● People, culture and 
communities to know 
some differences between 
life in their country and 
other countries, drawing 
upon knowledge from 
stories and non-fiction 
texts and maps 

● Know some similarities 
and differences between 
the natural world around 
them and contrasting 
environments, drawing on 
their experiences and 
what has been read in 
class 

●  
Communication & Language: 
Listening, Attention & 
Understanding 

● Make comments about 
what they have heard and 
ask questions to clarify 
their understanding 

● Listening and responding 
● Expressing ideas through 

simple sentences 
● Use and understand 

recently learnt vocabulary 
● Develop use of phonics to 

say sounds for letters 
● Develop use of phonics to 

write letters to represent 
sounds and to spell simple 
recognisable words 

-discussions about maps 
-discussions about holidays 
-discussion about travel 
- topics  
- celebrating festivals, including those of other 
cultures 
-comparing and contrasting where they live to 
other places 
- discussion about stories and pictures from other 
cultures 
-storytime & circle time explore books linked to 
themes  
- learning to say and write using phonic sounds  
- using questions to find out more and to clarify 
understanding 
-explore festivals around the world using a 
map/globe 
-discuss how we can look after our local & world 
environments 
 
 

● I know how to use a very simple map 
to locate some places in the world 

● I know that there are other places to 
visit for holidays 

● I know how to travel to places 
● I know the names of some important 

worldwide festivals 
● I know some of the things that people 

from other countries do to celebrate 
special occasions 

● I know some things that are the same 
about my country and another 

● I know some things that are different 
about my country to another country 

● In know how to ask questions to help 
me to understand better 

● I know how to use phonics to say and 
write some simple sounds and words 
 

● I know that the weather is different in 
different parts of the world 

 
● I know that we need to look after all 

places on our planet 
 

 
Vocabulary: map, transport, travel, festival, country, planet, tradition, environment, place, people, compare, same, different, phonics, 
sounds, letters, culture, religion, weather,  


